
PANAMA CITY BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
SUPPORTS FAA DECISION TO RELOCATE AIRPORT  

   
Panama City Beach, FL (September 15, 2006) – The Panama City Beach Chamber of 

Commerce President and CEO Debi Knight issued the following statement in response to 
the Federal Aviation Administration’s approval to relocate the Panama City – Bay 

County International Airport to West Bay:  
   

            “The Panama City Beach Chamber is very pleased with the FAA’s decision to 
relocate the Panama City – Bay County airport to West Bay.  First and foremost, this 

decision guarantees us an airport that meets all federal safety standards.  But more 
importantly, this decision creates tremendous opportunity for Panama City Beach, Bay 

County and all of Northwest Florida.  
   

            “The new airport will be a tremendous economic development platform – a very 
important tool for us to use to attract new businesses and high-quality jobs.  It puts Bay 

County in a whole new category as we work to bring economic development to our 
region.  

   
            “With a new airport, we will be in a much stronger position to improve air 
service, attract a low cost airline and bring more competitive airfares to Northwest 

Florida.  We won’t have to travel to Pensacola or Tallahassee in search of a reasonable 
airfare.”  

   
            “The environmental benefits of relocation are also substantial, including the 
creation of the West Bay Preservation Area and the protection of nearly the entire 

shoreline of West Bay.  
   

            “The FAA, the nation’s foremost aviation experts, has answered every critic and 
responded to every comment with their thorough study.  We appreciate their efforts on 
our behalf.  And we thank our airport authority for their commitment it protecting and 

improving our quality of life.  
   

            “A new day is dawning in Northwest Florida – and we have every reason to be 
optimistic about our future.”  

   
#   #   #  

   
Mission Statement:  

To support, encourage and expand tourism and business development, 
while preserving the quality of life in our community. 

 


